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Inglewood school’s
instructional focus
is READING. It is
a co-ordinated
school-wide effort
to have all our stu-
dents show growth
in their reading
comprehension, as
measured by
school-based as-
sessments, dis-
trict's HLATs and
Alberta Education
achievement tests.

Important Dates to Remember!
« Student-Led Conferences and Open House on
Wednesday, March 12
« Report Cards go home on Friday, March 14
« NO SCHOOL - Good Friday, March 21st and
Easter Monday, March 24th (school resumes on
Tuesday, March 25 at 8:40 a.m.)
« Spring Break March 31 o April 4 inclusive
« School Resumes Monday, April 7 at 8:40 a.m.
« Kindergarten open house and four on
Wednesday, April 16 from 9:15 to 10:30 a.m.
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Principal's Message
March is a very busy and important month for the Inglewood community. Teachers will be attending a profes-
sional development conference on March 10™ and there will be no school for students. Parents and caregivers
are invited to attend our Student-Led Conference evening in celebration of student learning on Wednesday,
March 12™ and Open House from 6-8pm. Students will be bringing home their progress reports on Friday,
March 14™. The next week brings us into the celebration of Easter with no school on Friday, March 215 or
Monday March 24™. Then March will end with the beginning of spring break from March 28™ to April 7™.

With the election of a new board of trustees for Edmonton Public Schools comes another Education Planning
cycle. We are working on preparing our Education Plan during the month of March. This plan will be our guide
for the next three years from 2008-2011. As an important stakeholder in our Inglewood School community we
ask that you share your thoughts and suggestions with us so we can take them into consideration as we plan.
You will find a copy of our new district priorities and an input sheet attached to this newsletter. Please take a
few moments out of your busy schedule to reflect on what has been working well, what we might include and
what we might change in our plan. Send your suggestion sheet back to school with your son/daughter. We
thank you in advance for your participation in the preparation of our Education Plan.

Character education continues to be a major aspect of life at Inglewood School. Our virtues of integrity, re-
sponsibility, honesty and perseverance are the building blocks for building positive character. We encourage
you to recognize your child's practice of these virtues at home and out in the community. Please take a moment
to fill out a Virtue Voucher sharing their positive contributions and send it back to the school. Your child and
our school community benefit from our collaborative efforts in recognizing acts of citizenship.

We look forward to celebrating our successes with you this month as we continue to travel on our road to high
levels of achievement and citizenship.

Leona Gordey
Principal

g Please fill out and return to the schooll

Family Feedback

Is your new principal... Circle a number (1 is low 4 is high)
Low High
4. focused on student learning 1 2 3 4
5. creating a positive learning environment
in the school 1 2 3 4
6. providing programs that will help your child 1 2 3 4
Other/comments:

When your child brings the family feedback section back to the school, his/her teacher will give
him/her a draw entry. THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION.




March 2008

Time in Recognition of Duties Related to Report-
ing Student Achievement...There will be no school
on Friday, May 16, as this day has been set aside as
time in recognition of duties related to reporting
student achievement. This is a day which is pro-
vided to teaching staff in recognition of time spent
preparing progress reports and conducting student/
parent/teacher conferences.

Success Assembly March 27
The Success Assembly to celebrate stu-
dents' accomplishments throughout the
month of March will take place at 1:00 p.m.
on Thursday, March 27. Parents and guests
are welcome to attend.

Daylight Savings Time i
Spring ahead on Sunday, March (.3
9th. Remember to tfurn your
clocks ahead 1 hour before you
go to bed Saturday night.

Wichitowin Family Night

The Wichitowin Family Night that was
scheduled for for March 11 is cancelled.
Starting in April, these monthly cultural
activities will shift to Brightview School
for the remainder of this school year. So
make sure you watch for information for
days and times for Family Night at Bright-
view School.

Parent Council Meeting
The next parent council meeting will
be at 6:30 p.m. on April 8. All parents
and guardians are welcome.
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Character Virtues
The character virtues we are continuing to
practice are integrity, responsibility, honesty
and perseverance. We look forward to seeing

many virtue vouchers on our hallway walls cele-
brating any of these virtues as well as other
virtfues practiced by our students at school
and at home.

Student-led Conferences/Open

House. ..

All parents and guardians are invited to join us
for the student-led conferences on Wednes-
day, March 12, 2 days prior to the progress
reports being sent home. Please plan to drop
in fo your child's classroom during the follow-
ing times: 6:00 - 8.00 p.m. Students will be
demonstrating a variety of skills and will share
knowledge that they have acquired throughout
this school year. The open house portion for
prospective parents and students will be from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Progress Reports

Progress reports will be distributed at the end
of the day on Friday, March 14. Parents wish-
ing to book an individual conference with their
child's teacher between March 17 and 20 are
asked to contact the school.

Full Day Kindergarten Open House

and Tour

Prospective parents and their children are in-
vited to come on April 12 from 9:15 to 10:30 to
the Kindergarten open house and tour. There
will be an opportunity to tour the entire
school, ask questions and participate in a kin-
dergarten activity.
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Great News!

The Indigo Love of Reading Foundation is a foundation that was established to provide a
solution to the Canadian literacy crisis. Founded in 2004, the Foundation has committed
over $4.5 million to 30 high-need Canadian elementary schools to purchase new books
and learning materials.

In 2008, they will award 15 schools with grants - and this year Inglewood School is one
of themlll

The Indigo store located at the International Airport has chosen us to receive a cheque
for $2 000 to put toward our literacy programming. Mr. Steve McNight will be coming to
our school this Thursday, March 6™ at 10:00am to present us with the grant money and
photos will be taken.

The presentation will take place in the library with Mrs. Varty, Ms. Gordey and the
students who are members of our library club.

Professional Development Day Spring Break
Our next professional development day will Spring break begins on Monday,
be on March 10. There will be no school for March 31 to Friday, April 4
our students. School resumes on Tuesday,

March 11 at 8:40 am. Inclusive. Students start back

To school after the break on
Monday, April 7 at 8:40 a.m.

Library Corner
The students and staff at
Inglewood School take their

Freedom to Read very seri-
ously. This was evident through the presen- .
tation at February’'s assembly by the Good Fr"day and Easter

"Freedom Readers”: Samantha Blazevich, Monday___

Tamara Able, Melanie Folkins, Katherine  Friday, March 21 and Monday, March 24
Lewis, Emmanuella Nseko, Danica Parrish,  the school will be closed for the Good
Katherine Chen, and Cecile Fedoruk. Every-  Friday and Easter Monday Holiday.

one will be glad that the books that had  school resumes for all on Tuesday,
been 'banned’ for the week will once again March 25 at 8:40 a.m.

be available until the end of June. Happy

Reading!! Mrs. Vary, Guardian of the Books
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2005-2008 Education Plan
This what we are already doing related to the District Priorities;

Priority — To improve achievement of all students in core subjects with an emphasis on literacy and
numeracy;

e Home Reading program — minutes are monitored, tracking of minutes completed by students
teachers

e Multi-grade grouping in guided reading lessons for grades one and two

o Staff involvement in professional development and collaboration related to best practices in
reading and writing (QAR and 6+1)

e Annual Reading night held to feature and celebrate our instructional focus

o Partnership with other agencies to support literacy

e School-wide activities like the spell-a-thon and math-a-thon

o Literacy backpacks to reinforce math concepts through literature and games as well as reading

e Use of daily agenda to track home reading minutes, homework and special events, parents will
check and sign

e Principal will conduct random daily agenda checks

Priority — To ensure high quality teaching and learning;

e Scheduled collaborative planning and assessment will take place.

e School newsletters and parent council meetings will highlight the literacy focus to help parents
understand curriculum expectations and share strategies to support literacy at home

e Professional development for support staff and teachers will have a literacy focus

e Partnership with John A McDougall and Glendale schools will support staff in building col-
laborative relationships to share strategies around literacy

o Staff meeting schedule will be established for the school year for weekly work on literacy

e Progress reports will feature highlights of students’ progress in literacy

o Growth assessed by our Reader Response interim measure will be prominently displayed by
grade level.

Priority — To achieve high standards of citizenship, conduct, safety and well-being of students and staff;

e Positive behaviors and attitudes will be recognized at monthly assemblies.

e “Student of the Month”, “Club Inglewood”, “Being Unusually Good” recognition programs
will be maintained. We added “50 and 100 Day Club” for attendance this school year.

o Newsletters will include a section for parent feedback

e “Peaceable Schools” program will be adapted and implemented by staff

o Character Education will continue to be an emphasis through character virtues, BUG slips and
Virtue Vouchers. We have a Leadership Council this year.

o Staff members will coordinate special events that engage parents and the community

e Community partnerships will Bent Arrow and Uncles and Aunts at Large will continue
(Wichitowin family evenings, and in-school mentors) We added a Success Coach through the
Family Centre and have an on site Child Play Therapist as well.

o Community partnerships will continue to grow — we have a partnership with the Avenue of Na-
tions Rotary Club, the Family Centre, Tim Horton’s Camp for Kids, Uncles & Aunts at Large,
Community Options, the City of Edmonton Recreation programs

o Plans to support physical activity and nutritional health (daily phys ed, intramurals, snack pro-
gram)
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Education Plan Suggestions

Now that you have read over the new district priorities attached to the newsletter, please
take a moment to share your thoughts around these priorities by completing the following

statements and returning them to the school.

As a parent/caregiver I would like to see the staff continue to

As a parent/caregiver I would like to see the following new ideas taken into consideration

As a parent/caregiver I would like to see less emphasis placed on

Other suggestions I have are

Please note, your child's name will be entered into a bonus draw for this month over and
above the draw for your feedback related to the principal.
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Kindergarten - I hope you are enjoying the reading at home with your child.
The children are excited when they receive their prize for doing their home reading. Please note
that children are not expected to sound out each word. The parent should read the first two pages
your child knows that pattern and then they should be able to remember the pattern and then use
the picture clues to 'read’ the last word in the sentence. We are continuing to work on recognizing
the numbers from one to ten and to print them without reversals. Please practice counting at home
with your child. We are currently participating in a three month dance unit that is instructed by a
trained dance instructor. So far we have learned Disco Dance and the Circle of Life scarf dance.

Grade 1 - In the month of February, the grade one students continue to work on our Character
Education traits. We have discussed these traits throughout the subject areas and continue to dem-
onstrate how we are good citizens in our school, home and community. In Language Arts, the grade
one students are adding new sight words weekly and practicing their reading at their reading level.
We are also writing daily. We have modeled and practiced descriptive writing, reading response jour-
nals, and are about to begin story writing. In Social Studies, the grade one students are learning
about changes over time and how these changes affect their families and community. In Science, we
are just finishing our unit on the Senses. The students investigated the five senses and discussed
how our senses contribute to our safety and quality of life. We have finished our Math unit on
"Number Concepts”, but we continue to practice counting by ones, twos, fives, and tens. The children
are just starting to build number stories for addition and subtraction to 18. I would like to remind
you how important the home reading program is to your child. Please make sure you sign the agendas
and have your child expand on his/her writing. Thank you for your support!

6rade 2 - The grade two students have been working hard on their science project of waterproof
hats. We have many hats brought in and we be showing our hats to the other classes. We learnt a
lot about the water cycle from our Epcor presentation and about cleanliness habits from students
from the U of A. Well done, everyone! In math, we will begin to learn about money and focus more
on problem solving. Students have been completing their math homework regularly and many are
writing a lot in their daily reading response. Traffic safety, nutrition, and body care will be our
health topics. Inlanguage arts, the students are enjoying the challenge of reading longer books,
practicing revision and editing, and reading non-fiction. On March 12™, we will have a presentation in
class on the Inuit culture. Thank you to the P.A.C. who has agreed fo subsidize part of our presenta-
tion. Each student will only need to pay $2.50. Please make sure permission slips and monies are
turned in on time. We are looking forward to learning the language Inuktitut, singing songs, and see-

ing the artifacts from Nunavut.

o~y
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6rade 3/4 - The Grade 3/4 class has been busy writing persuasive stories and is now working
on a persuasive letter. In math, students will be working on measurement skills including measur-
ing distances (mm, cm, km).; measuring time, measuring temperature and working with money.
Please try to incorporate these learning activities into discussions during shopping trips, what time
you leave for school, traveling etc. The more students can relate these concepts to their life the
better they will be at understanding the concepts. As March is nutrition month, students have
started discussing proper food choices related to the Canadian Food Guide. Please try to incorpo-
rate these into their daily lunches and meal planning. Finally, please continue to read with your
child every evening and continue to record the amount of reading minutes.

6rade 4/5 - In language arts we are continuing our study of our personal, Canadian, and global
heritages in our Exploring Heritage unit. Students will begin their take home project soon. In
math we are beginning our Patterns and Relations unit where students will begin to understand,
create and extend patterns. In science we will finally complete our electric cars to culminate the
Mechanisms that Use Electricity unit. In social we are continuing our study of the settlement of
Western Canada and the rich and diverse history of Alberta.

Grade 6 - We continued the mythology unit in language learning, with an emphasis on report
writing and a reading strategy known as '‘Question and Answer Relationship’. The students demon-
strated their reading response skills with insightful comments on character and understanding of
character development in writing. We finished our social studies unit on Ancient Greece with a
culminating party complete with chitons and Greek food; and started a new science unit called Sky
Science. Every student will write an independent report that needs to be completed as homework.
One third of the mark is based on the visual representation/project that will accompany the re-
port. Please discuss this project with your child and help in any way you can. We covered the so-
cial studies related skills of map reading, including latitude and longitude and scale distance in
math. Most of the month was spent on measurement.

INTRAMURAL UPDATE

For the months of January and February students in grades 4,5 and 6 had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in floor hockey intramurals. We tried a new format where four teams played at once-
Corner Hockey. This allowed students to be in the gym playing at lease once a week, possibly

twice a week. The teams were comprised of both boys and girls. There were
excellent examples of sportsmanship and feamwork as all players demon-
< strated great fun. Points were tallied based on the number of goals scored so
& all teams had equal opportunity for fun.
|
oS
LI Westmount to participate in a floor hockey tfournament against other Elemen-
tary Schools. This year, our grade six students played a total of 5 games and
with a score of 3-2 WON first place honors. Every student received a medal and our school was
given a trophy. Our students demonstrated excellent team work and sportsmanship. Westmount
also chooses three players to be provided the honor of Most Valuable Player. This year Cecile Fe-
doruk, Ruby Deensie and Tyler Pollock received these honors.

Westmount Tournament...Every year the grade six students are invited to
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